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Acknowledgement of Country

Validation 
of work

We acknowledge the traditional 
custodians of the many lands, 
waters and skies on which we 
live, learn and come together.

We pay our respects to Elders 
past and present, and extend 
that respect to any Aboriginal 
or Torres Strait Islander peoples 
present.



Closed captions are enabled for this presentation, so 
please access them if you need them.

This evening's Season Launch is being recorded and 
will be published online with the slides to support 
the continuing sharing of knowledge.

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ tƻǿŜǊtƻƛƴǘ ƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
You can navigate the slides yourself if you need to 
ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎƭƛŘŜΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ άǎȅƴŎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊέΦ

Please post questions in the Q & A at any time, and 
we will answer them at the end of the session.

Contact details of section presenters are included in 
the presentation

Information from tonight's session available at 
https://robocupjunior.org.au
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Housekeeping

https://robocupjunior.org.au/


Structure for tonight
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Meet the RCJA Team

Introduction to RoboCup

The RoboCup Challenges

State Event Details

National Event Details

Q&A
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RCJA National Team

Karen Binns (President & NSW State 
Chair)
karen.binns@robocupjunior.org.au

mailto:karen.binns@robocupjunior.org.au
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Karen Binns 
President
(email me)

Evan Bailey 
Treasurer
(email me)

Wilson Cheng
Secretary

(email me)

Brenda Gahan
Minutes 
Secretary

(email me)

Graham Stock
Vice President

(email me)

Margaux Edwards
Relations 
Executive 
(email me)

Zac McWilliam
Digital Platforms 

Executive
(email me)

James Talkington
International 

Representative
(email me)

National Executive

mailto:karen.binns@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:evan.bailey@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:wilson.cheng@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:brenda.gahan@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:graham.stock@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:margaux.edwards@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:zac.mcwilliam@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:James.Talkington@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
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Challenge Coordinators

Ashley Charleston
Rescue Line
(email me)

Brenda Gahan
OnStage

(email me)

Marc Cooke-
Russell
Soccer

(email me)

Tim Ronchi
Rescue Maze
(email me)

Karen Binns
Spike Prime
(email me)

mailto:ashley.kasper@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:brenda.gahan@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:marc.cooke-russell@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:tim.ronchi@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:karen.binns@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
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Other National Committee

Harry Naumann
Digital Development 

Officer
(email me)

Michael Russo
Social Media 
Coordinator
(email me)

mailto:Harry.Naumann@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:michael.russo@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
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State Chairs ï Eastern

Graham Stock
A.C.T.

(email me)

Margaux Edwards 
& Yang'en Xu
Queensland
(email us)

Karen Binns
N.S.W.

(email me)

Barry Parker
Tasmania

(email me)

Evan Bailey
Victoria

(email me)

mailto:graham.stock@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:qld@robocupjunior.org.au
mailto:karen.binns@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:barry.parker@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:evan.bailey@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
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State Chairs ï Central/Western

Jackie Leah
N.T. - Darwin
(email me)

Simon Coad
S.A.

(email me)

Deb Simpson
N.T. - Alice
(email me)

Auriol Heary
Western Australia

(email me)

mailto:jacqueline.leah@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:simon.coad@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:deb.simpson@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
mailto:auriol.heary@robocupjunior.org.au?subject=Help!!!
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Introduction 

Graham Stock ς Vice President & ACTState Chair
graham.stock@robocupjunior.org.au

mailto:graham.stock@robocupjunior.org.au


Introduction ï Why RoboCup?

Australia's largest 
and most 
accessible robotics 
competition

Entry open to 
all teams and 
hardware/ 
software 
platforms

Stable and 
curriculum aligned 
with supporting 
resources



Introduction ï Reach and Impact

"RoboCup really helped 
me to enrich my Digital 
Technology curriculum 
with real-world learning. 
The competition really 
helped my students to 
grow so much, and they 
have so much more 
passion for robotics than 
before" 

- Australian High School 
Teacher, 2025

30,000+
Students worldwide

5,000+
Australian students

500+
Teachers

45+
Countries

25+
Years enhancing robotics 
education globally



Season Timeline

Term 1

ωRelease of 
2026 rules

ω Introductory 
Workshops

ωSPIKE Prime 
Event

ωRoboCup 
Singapore 
Open

Term 2

ωWorkshops

ωRegional 
Competitions

ωSPIKE Prime 
event (cont.)

ωInternational 
Competition 
(holidays in 
some states)

Term 3

ωWorkshops

ωRegional & 
State 
Competitions

ωSPIKE Prime 
Presentations

Term 4

ωNational 
Championships 
(holidays in 
some states)

ωAnnual General 
Meeting

Summer Holidays

ωInternational 
Qualification
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Getting Started

2026 rule sets available at www.robocupjunior.org.au/rules

http://www.robocupjunior.org.au/rules
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Getting StartedResources

https://www.robocupjunior.org.au/resources/beginners/

https://www.robocupjunior.org.au/resources/beginners/
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Curriculum  Resources

https://www.robocupjunior.org.au/resources/curriculum/

https://www.robocupjunior.org.au/resources/curriculum/


Platinum National Sponsor

Physical Resources

RoboCup Junior Store - https://www.robocupjunior.org.au/shop/

Modern Teaching Aids - https://www.teaching.com.au/search?q=robocup

https://www.robocupjunior.org.au/shop/
https://www.teaching.com.au/search?q=robocup


Challenges
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All Challenges ï Major Changes
Digital Submission ς Annotated Code

Digital Submission ς A3 Poster Presentation

Eligibility for special awards
Mandatory for competition

Validation 
of work



Challenge Intro:
OnStage

Platinum National SponsorBrenda Gahan ς Minutes Secretary and 
OnStage Coordinator
brenda.gahan@robocupjunior.org.au 

a

mailto:brenda.gahan@robocupjunior.org.au
mailto:brenda.gahan@robocupjunior.org.au
mailto:brenda.gahan@robocupjunior.org.au
mailto:brenda.gahan@robocupjunior.org.au
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OnStage - About

ÅCreativity & design

ÅCollaboration

ÅCoding

Any platform, any 
idea: just a 2x2m 
stage to perform

SPIKE EV3

mbot

DASH

EV3



OnStage - Divisions

Novice OnStage

Open OnStage

²Ƙŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ hƴ{ǘŀƎŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜΚ ! ǘŜŀƳǎΩ 
ideas are what the judges reward, not 

how advanced their technology is or how 
many robots they have
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OnStage ï Rule Changes

Features are the best technical parts of your robot.
They show your skills in building and programming.
A feature is something special your robot can do that:
ÅYou are proud of
ÅYou can clearly explain
ÅMakes your performance better
Your features must:
ÅBe explained on your Technical Description Poster
ÅBe discussed in your Technical Interview
ÅBe clearly shown working during your performance

What Are Robotic Features?

How many features do you need?
Novice teams: 2 features
Open teams: 4 features

Choose features that are clear, meaningful, 
and fit your theme.

If you can explain it, show it, and make it 
work smoothly, you are on the right track.

https://junior.robocup.org/onstage-robotic-features/

RoboCupJunior 
Tutorial on how to 

choose your features:

https://junior.robocup.org/onstage-robotic-features/
https://junior.robocup.org/onstage-robotic-features/
https://junior.robocup.org/onstage-robotic-features/
https://junior.robocup.org/onstage-robotic-features/
https://junior.robocup.org/onstage-robotic-features/


OnStage ï Rule Changes

Expanded Technical Interview and Performance criteria ς with 
scoresheets and rubrics. Technical Description Paper Ą Poster

Performance duration requirements: minimum one (1) minute; teams are 
encouraged to aim for approximately two (2) minutes to allow for restarts. 

Introduction of formal score normalisation across judges for each round

All teams are judged in the following areas: a Technical Description Poster, Technical 

Interview, and an OnStage Performance.

The total score for both Novice and Open will be calculated using the weights below: 

¶ Technical Poster (10%) 

¶ Technical Interview (30%) 

¶ OnStage Performance (60%) 

Total scoring = (Technical Poster X 0.10) + (Technical Interview X 0.3) + (Performance X 0.6)

Main 2026 Changes

A poster template will be available 
soon using Canva so teams can 
have an idea of where to start!
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Challenge Intro:

Rescue Line

Ashley Charlestonς Rescue Line 
Coordinator
ashley.charleston@robocupjunior.org.au 

mailto:ashkey.kasper@robocupjunior.org.au
mailto:ashkey.kasper@robocupjunior.org.au
mailto:ashkey.kasper@robocupjunior.org.au
mailto:ashkey.kasper@robocupjunior.org.au
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Rescue Line - About

ÅRobots compete by following a winding line on a series of 
tiles to a designated rescue area. 

ÅOn the way the robot could encounter obstacles, bridges 
and short cut opportunities. 

ÅAfter negotiating the path, the robot arrives at the Rescue 
Zone

Å²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻŎƪ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŘ άǘƘŜ 
ǾƛŎǘƛƳέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜǎŎǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǎŎǳŜ ½ƻƴŜǎ ǘƻ 
safety.
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Rescue Line - Divisions

ÅRiley Rover - the entry-level division for RoboCup Rescue Line. This is open to students in both Primary and 
Secondary school aged students.(Studentsmay only enter this division once)

ÅPrimary - intermediate division for RoboCup Rescue Line for Primary School aged students. All members of the team 
must be in primary school.

Å Victims will be rescued by pushing them out of the chemical spill

ÅSecondary - Robots compete on the same field as the Primary Rescue Line and play under the same rules

Å Victims will be rescued by gaining control of the victim andeither pushing out of the chemical spill or lifting up and 
placing on evacuation platform.

ÅOpen - The open division is suitable for experienced primary and secondary students. Robots use the same tiles as 
Primary/Secondary Rescue, however, this time the robots can encounter some extra tiles.

Å the Open Rescue robot is required to findand lift the 2 living and 1 dead victim (silver and 
black balls) and place them in the evacuation zones. (red and green triangles)

Å This is the qualifier division for the International RoboCup Junior event 
for Rescue Line
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Rescue Line - Major Rule Changes



Rescue Line - Major Rule Changes
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Rescue Line ï Rule Changes

Category Secondary Division Open Division

Rescue Zone Chemical Spill Evacuation Zone

Victim Type
Standard silver Rescue Capsule (375ml 
can)

2 Silver (living, conductive balls) + 1 
Black (dead, non-conductive balls)

Rescue Requirement
Release upright outside spill OR place 
on Evacuation Platform

Place each victim in the correct 
evacuation point (Green = living, Red = 
dead)

Game Time Limit 180 seconds 300 seconds
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Rescue Line ï Rule Changes

Division Updates
- Changes to Secondary and Open division definitions
- Secondary division now allowed Evacuation Platforms in Chemical Spill
- New Rescue Capsule introduced for Open division (Balls, aligned with international)
-   Removal of empty capsule in Chemical Spill (Black Cans)

Course & Field Changes
- Logic Pool 3 removed from tile sets
- Elevation rule simplified, Now based on tile size + maximum 20° slope
- Secondary doorway height changed to 270mm
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Rescue Line ï Rule Changes

Rescue Zone Updates
bŜǿ ǘŜǊƳ άwŜǎŎǳŜ ½ƻƴŜέ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘCovers both:
- Chemical Spill (Primary/Secondary)
- Evacuation Zone (Open)

Documentation Changes
Journal/Logbook removed. Teams must now submit:
- Annotated Code
- Digital Technical Poster
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Rescue Line ï Rule Changes

Gameplay & Scoring Updates
- Changes to gameplay & calibration time windows
- Updated rescue requirements for Secondaryand Open
- Changes to victim rescue scoring
- New bonus points for completing all scorable elements

Removed:
-   Maximum touch penalty based on time
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Rescue Line ï Upcoming Resources

To aid teachers with rescue line in the 
classroom the following resources are in 
development and will be released soon:
- 7 & 8 Digital technologies program using 

micro:bits
- Lesson resources
- Build Instructions for new open 

evacuation zone



Challenge Intro: 
Rescue Maze

Platinum National Sponsor

Tim Ronchi ς Rescue Maze Coordinator
tim.ronchi@robocupjunior.org.au

mailto:tim.ronchi@robocupjunior.org.au
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Rescue Maze - Introduction

ÅThere has been a disaster in a factory building.

ÅSeveral workers are trapped inside but it is not 
safe to send in rescue teams. They are wearing 
high-vis clothing.

ÅThe role of our robot is to enter the building, 
identify victims, and leave them a package that 
will help sustain them until the rescue teams 
arrive. The robot should then travel back to the 
Exit for extraction
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Rescue Maze ï Divisions

Mighty Maisy Maze

ÅSimpler challenge with lower costs

ÅSuitable for beginners

ÅOnly needs single Lego Spike Prime kit
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Rescue Maze ï Divisions continued

Intermediate Maze

Å A transitional division targeted between Mighty 
Maisy Maze and Open Maze

Å Suitable for teams who have competed in 
RoboCup previously

Å Provides a path towards Open Maze by adding 
more challenges without extra cost

Å Possible with a single Lego Spike Prime set, no 
additional sensors needed

Å Based on Mighty Maisy Maze but adds Rescue 
Kits and allows floating walls, debris and speed 
bumps
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Rescue Maze ï Divisions continued

Open Maze

Å Realistic challenge with obstacles, debris, 
stairs and ramps

Å Open to all Primary and Secondary 
Students

Å Victims mounted on walls can be 
identified by colour, reflective patches 
and letters

Å Additional Camera Sensor can be used

Å Potential Qualification for International 
Robocup


